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Visions of Justice: Health Inequities Magnified by the Pandemic 
Unitarian Universalist Area Church, Sherborn, MA 
Saturday, March 6, 2021 / 9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

Program 

9:25 a.m.  Open session to participants, with KJ Denhert’s recorded music  

9:30 a.m.  Welcome by Cathleen Dinsmore and Rev. Nathan Detering 

Loving Kindness Meditation by Carolyn Kingston, performed by The Constellations 

Meditation by Molly Howes 

9:45 a.m.  Speaker Presentations 

Jackie Herrera (introduced by Lucia Frenkel) 

Mahtowin Munro (introduced by Roberta Jackson) 

Secretary Sudders (introduced by Renee Fullem) 

10:45 a.m. 10-minute break with Hawk Henries’ prerecorded music and opportunity to put questions 
in chat box 

10:55 a.m. Panel Discussion (facilitated by Don Greenstein) 

12:00 p.m. Let Justice Roll Down by Aileen Vance, performed by The Constellations 

Call to Action and Closing by Molly Howes 

Katie Frassinelli’s 2020 song Until Everybody’s Free with Libby Frassinelli 

12:15 – 12:35 p.m. Break-out rooms for further discussion (participants’ choice) 

Our Guest Speakers 

Jackie Herrera was born in El Salvador and immigrated to the U.S. as a child. She was raised in Los Angeles and has lived in Boston for the 

past 20 years. She is a Licensed Clinical Social Worker and has worked with Latinx families and their children for the past 15 years. Jackie 

is a certified facilitator for Abriendo Puertas/Opening Doors, a parenting curriculum that empowers and educates parents about their 

important role in their child's personal and educational journeys. She is currently the Coordinator for the Parent Child Plus Program, a 

home-based program that provides children and families with educational books and toys and supports families by connecting them to 

resources in the community. Jackie is participating in the Latinos for Education Fellowship and is working on several projects whose focus 

is to advocate for equity, justice and fairness as it relates to Latinx families and their rights as parents and citizens in their communities. 

Mahtowin Munro (Lakota) has co-led United American Indians of New England since the 1990s and has for decades frequently spoken at 

rallies, symposia, and other events, expressing solidarity with and bringing an Indigenous perspective to many struggles. Mahtowin 

founded IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org and has helped to guide multiple successful efforts to get communities to celebrate Indigenous 

Peoples Day instead of Columbus Day. In addition, Mahtowin led the formation of the MA Indigenous Legislative Agenda, a statewide 

coalition of people and organizations working to pass Indigenous-centered legislation at the State House.  

Marylou Sudders, MSW, ACSW (Secretary, Health and Human Services, Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Head of COVID-19 Response 

Command Center). Marylou Sudders oversees 12 agencies and MassHealth, a combined budget of $24 billion and 22,000 public 

employees. They deliver essential services, touching the lives of 1 in 4 state residents. In March 2020, Governor Charlie Baker appointed 

her to lead the state’s COVID-19 Response Command Center. 

Since joining Governor Baker’s cabinet in January 2015, Sudders has advanced strategic policy priorities, including: restructuring 

MassHealth into a population-based health coverage system, reforming the child welfare system, addressing the opioid epidemic, 

integrating physical and behavioral health care, and strengthening community-based services. Sudders co-chairs the Governor’s 

Interagency Council on Housing and Homelessness, the Governor’s Interagency Council on Aging, and chairs the Autism Commission and 

the board of Massachusetts Health Connector, the state’s health insurance marketplace. She has held leadership roles across the public 

and private sectors, including Massachusetts Commissioner of Mental Health, a non-profit CEO, and associate professor and program 

chair at Boston College School of Social Work, a top ten nationally-ranked program. Sudders holds a bachelor’s degree with honors and a 

master’s degree in social work from Boston University, and honorary doctorates from the Massachusetts School of Professional 

Psychology and Bridgewater State University. She is the recipient of many civic, social work, and professional honors. 
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A Note About the Music 

The song played immediately before the forum’s opening remarks is “Red July” by KJ Denhert, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPir4bGwN8U. KJ is an award-winning songwriter, guitarist, vocalist and bandleader 

living in Ossining, NY. A consummate artist with a rich history, KJ is a legend of Urban Folk and Jazz. She channels a wide 

range of influences to create something completely unique. KJ performs regularly in New York and around the world; she 

has shared stages with internationally renowned jazz and pop musicians such as GRAMMY Award winners Alicia Keys, 

Roberta Flack and many more. KJ has a residency at The 55 Bar in New York City’s West Village, performing with her all-star 

band when she is not touring. Learn more at https://www.kjdenhert.com/. 

The beautiful instrumental music, “Earth and Sky,” between segments is by local Nipmuc artist Hawk Henries: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaFL-i2tcLQ. Hawk Henries, a member of the Chaubunagungamaug band of Nipmuck, 

a people indigenous to what is now southern New England, has been composing original flute music and making flutes 

using only hand tools and fire for over 25 years. He is committed to music as a traditional art form and as a vehicle for 

building bridges of communication and mutual respect. Hawk’s musical compositions reflect his belief that we each have 

the capacity to make a change in the world. “Music has the potential of making a bridge across the divides of humanity that 

are often labeled culture, religion, ideology.” Excerpt from Hawk’s website: https://hawkhenries.com/  

Members of The Constellations donated their time and talent to the Visions of Justice forum as did Katie Frassinelli in 

performing her original 2020 song “Until Everybody’s Free” with her daughter Libby. 

Constellations is an exciting ensemble of women performing contemporary (including original compositions) and traditional 

music from around the world. Their music includes both a capella and accompanied works. They are known for surprising 

and delightful harmonies involving the audience in music-making and for their devotion to the promotion of world peace 

and social justice. Constellations members are Jackie Damsky, Roberta Jackson, Liz Lewis, Jan Maier, and Cindy Mapes. 

Katie Frassinelli is a singer-songwriter and member of the Unitarian Universalist Area Church. She writes from the heart 

with simple melodies and affecting lyrics addressing everything from a broken heart to a broken justice system, but always 

with a message of hope. She wrote Mighty Mississippi in honor of Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children, 

a nonprofit dedicated to creating a better life for all of the Louisiana’s youth, especially those involved in or targeted by the 

juvenile justice system. Contact information: katiefrass@gmail.com. 

Final Word 

Kwanzaa was celebrated in January, but the seven principles should be remembered and practiced throughout the year. 

The principles (nguzo saba) of Kwanzaa utilize Kiswahili words: umoja (unity), kujichagulia (self-determination), ujima 

(collective work and responsibility), ujamaa (cooperative economics), nia (purpose), kuumba (creativity), and imani (faith). 

The seven candles lit for Kwanzaa signify the principles. As we plan and hold each year’s forum, we try to meet each 

principle, and hope that each attendee recognizes and is guided by these principles as we act in support of equity, anti-

racism, inclusion and respect. 

Forum Organizers 

Cathleen Dinsmore Don Greenstein Fran Sansalone (editorial assistance) 

Katie Frassinelli Molly Howes India Wood (technical assistance) 

Lucia Frenkel Roberta Jackson 

Renee Fullem  Christina Player  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oPir4bGwN8U
https://www.kjdenhert.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QaFL-i2tcLQ
https://hawkhenries.com/
mailto:katiefrass@gmail.com
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Resources for Visions of Justice 2021 

In addition to the information listed here, visit uuacRacialJustice.wordpress.com for more resources. 
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Brigham and Women's analysis of and response to the drivers of healthcare inequities made manifest during the 
pandemic: https://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2021/01/29/mass-general-brigham-covid-community-intervention 

Indigenous community leaders’ response to President Biden’s executive orders, though not specifically about health: 
https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/biden-reaffirms-tribal-sovereignty  

Indigenous societies’ handling of the issues raised by the MeToo Movement and healing: https://vimeo.com/261177660 

“The Interwoven Threads of Inequality and Health,” The New Yorker, April 14, 2020: https://bit.ly/3qOxeDL  

How kidney disease and kidney dialysis demonstrate the racial inequities: https://bit.ly/3uz7ai2  

About the poor health care in the U.S. (#71 for people of color and about #30 for white people) and how the health care 
system restricts all Americans’ liberty. A change for people of color is a change for everyone: https://wbur.fm/3qVLj26  

COVID and Racial Inequities, Medicare for All Explained, Episode 48 (January 14, 2021): Dr. Rogers is the president of 
Physicians for a National Health Program, a member and Fellow of the American College of Physicians (FACP), a member 
of the Society of General Internal Medicine and the National Medical Association. In this podcast, she describes the racial 
inequities revealed by the pandemic in our current healthcare system and what can be done to address them: 
https://medicareforallexplained.podbean.com  

MA Department of Public Health report – “Racial Equity Data Road Map: Data as a Tool Towards Ending Structural 
Racism”: https://www.mass.gov/doc/racial-equity-data-road-map-pdf/download  

“Getting Under the Skin: Getting Under the Skin Using Knowledge about Health Inequities to Spur Action,” A CHHIRJ 
Research-in-Action Brief, May 2009: https://bit.ly/3soKZJG  

“How COVID-19 Hollowed Out a Generation of Young Black Men” They were pillars of their communities and families, and 
they are not replaceable. To understand why COVID-19 killed so many young Black men, you need to know the legend of 
John Henry: https://www.propublica.org/article/how-covid-19-hollowed-out-a-generation-of-young-black-men  

New York Times interview with Isabel Wilkerson, author of The Warmth of Other Suns and Caste, on racial injustice and 
inequities, including those surrounding the pandemic: https://nyti.ms/3qYPcn6  

“Where are all the Native American medical students?” One of two Indigenous students in his Harvard Medical School 
class on the lack of representation and why it matters: https://bit.ly/3kjLAtq  

Maura Healey discussing the call to action report: https://bit.ly/2O2B5yl and the AGO Report: “Building Toward Racial 
Justice and Equity in Health: A Call to Action”: https://bit.ly/2NGxrKX  
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Environmental Racism and Social Determinants of Health, The Missing Pillar of Health Podcast (January 5, 2021) Interview 
with Dr. Ingrid Waldon, an associate professor, University of Dalhousie Faculty of Health and Director of NGO for ENRICH 
Project (Environmental Noxiousness, Racial Inequities and Community Health Project) in Canada. Her research looks at the 
impact of inequities in our social structures on mental and physical health. This conversation summarizes her mental 
health research and her work with Black and Indigenous communities impacted by environmental racism: 
https://bit.ly/3uu1O7T  

A podcast interview with Brandeis Professor Dolores Acevedo-Garcia from October 27, 2020, "Where a child grows up 
shapes their health": https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hp20201026.615922/full/  

Physicians for Human Rights webinar, "COVID-19 in Detention: Conditions, Ethics and Solutions.” Featured speakers 
include Dawn Wooten, a nurse at the Irwin County Detention Center (ICDC) in Georgia who was a whistleblower on 
conditions in that facility, and Ranit Mishori, MD, MHS, PHR, professor and interim chief public health officer at the 
Georgetown University School of Medicine: https://phr.org/our-work/resources/praying-for-hand-soap-and-masks/  
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Upstander / Active Bystander Training to empower people to respond safely and appropriately to situations where 
people are being targeted because of race, ethnicity, color, sex, gender, sexual orientation, national origin, religion, 
disability or class by those causing harm. Two possible places to find training: https://bit.ly/3dKXPhb and 
https://bit.ly/3pUndnp 

White People Challenging Racism class: https://www.wpcr-boston.org  

https://www.wbur.org/commonhealth/2021/01/29/mass-general-brigham-covid-community-intervention
https://nativenewsonline.net/currents/biden-reaffirms-tribal-sovereignty
https://vimeo.com/261177660
https://bit.ly/3qOxeDL
https://bit.ly/3uz7ai2
https://wbur.fm/3qVLj26
https://medicareforallexplained.podbean.com/
https://www.mass.gov/doc/racial-equity-data-road-map-pdf/download
https://bit.ly/3soKZJG
https://www.propublica.org/article/how-covid-19-hollowed-out-a-generation-of-young-black-men
https://nyti.ms/3qYPcn6
https://bit.ly/3kjLAtq
https://bit.ly/2O2B5yl
https://bit.ly/2NGxrKX
https://bit.ly/3uu1O7T
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/hp20201026.615922/full/
https://phr.org/our-work/resources/praying-for-hand-soap-and-masks/
https://bit.ly/3dKXPhb
https://bit.ly/3pUndnp
https://www.wpcr-boston.org/
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Embrace Race, a website on many areas of social justice. This link specifically discusses the disproportionate racial impacts 
of Covid-19: https://bit.ly/2PaOjKe  

UU Mass Action: https://www.uumassaction.org/ 

United American Indians of New England: http://uaine.org 

Statewide Indigenous Peoples Day campaign: www.IndigenousPeoplesDayMA.org  
MA Indigenous Legislative Agenda (statewide legislation): www.MAIndigenousAgenda.org 
North American Indian Center of Boston (statewide urban Indian center): www.naicob.org 
Native American Lifelines (urban Indian health center): http://www.nativeamericanlifelines.org/  

Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc.: https://cliniclegal.org  

American Friends Service Committee: https://www.afsc.org/  

UUAC Immigration Justice Team: Sign up for the monthly e-newsletter by contacting luciafrenkel@gmail.com.  

Metrowest Immigrant Solidarity Network: http://www.mwc-casa.org/latest-news/metrowest-immigrant-solidarity-
network-statement. They recently developed an emergency housing and eviction initiative: https://bit.ly/2NEgBMH.  

Neighbor to Neighbor, a statewide organization of people of color, immigrants, women, and working-class people, 
organizing around issues of environmental justice, mass incarceration, taxation, voter empowerment, and educational 
justice: https://www.n2nma.org/en/  

Showing Up for Racial Justice (SURJ) www.showingupforracialjustice.org or the local Boston chapter: www.surjboston.org  

Community Change, Inc. “Building a movement led by everyday people to create change in their communities and across 
the country.” https://communitychange.org  

Land Acknowledgment: Traditional/ancestral lands of the Massa-adchu-es-et (Massachusett) and Pauquunaukit 
(Wampanoag) 

“Further south along the trail is a granite bluff that bears the name King Philip, the Wampanoag chief who 
warred against the early settlers of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. From King Philip’s Overlook (in Sherborn 
Town Forest), visitors can view the marshes of Medfield and Millis, with Noon Hill on the distant horizon.” 

To find out about the land you occupy, one site to start with is https://www.wpcr-boston.org/ where you enter 
your address in the Native Land Locator. 
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How can individuals use their access and resources to impact structural inequities? Join the effort to research and identify 
bills at the local and federal level that address root causes, and then write, call, and eventually, seek to meet with our 
legislators to understand where they stand on issues and ensure they know what their constituents are seeking. 

Vaccine Equity: To request vaccine equity for immigrants from Governor Baker, please see the request and sign your 
name at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfxHq69D_Z2uTzZlNgpHtoqpoHWd-
grjg3P_GnsyqZPonAQwA/viewform.  

The Massachusetts Immigrant and Refugee Advocacy Council (MIRA) is the largest coalition in New England promoting 
the rights and integration of immigrants and refugees. https://miracoalition.org/ . Their website gives basic suggestions on 
writing a letter to an editor (https://www.miracoalition.org/news/writing-a-letter-to-the-editor/), supporting current 
legislation such as the Safe Communities Act and the Work and Family Mobility Act https://www.miracoalition.org/get-
involved/join-the-fight-for-safe-communities/, and getting a driver’s license https://www.miracoalition.org/get-
involved/drivers-licenses/.  

 

https://bit.ly/2PaOjKe
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https://www.afsc.org/
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http://www.mwc-casa.org/latest-news/metrowest-immigrant-solidarity-network-statement
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