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Visions of Justice: How Climate Change Affects Social Justice 
Unitarian Universalist Area Church, Sherborn, MA 
Saturday, February 8, 2020 / 9:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m. 

Program 

9:30 a.m. Registration, coffee in Alliance Hall 

10:00 Welcome, introductions, music and meditation 

10:20 Speakers:  

Sonja Spears, Chief Equity and Inclusion Officer at Boston Health Care for the Homeless  

Song: Mighty Mississippi 

video 

Susan Church, Attorney, Demissie and Church 

video 

Craig Altemose, Executive Director of Better Future Project  

Song: Drop of Water 

12:00 p.m. Lunch in Unity Hall 

1:00 Music and dessert in Alliance Hall 

1:15 Panel discussion / questions about how climate change affects social justice 

2:15 Closing words, song, meditation and call to action  

2:30  Adjourn 

 

 

Let Justice Roll Down 

by Aileen Vance, from the words of Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Oh, children don’t you get weary 

Walk together. Believe in the Dream 

When the way gets rough 

We will make a new way 

Let justice roll down like a mighty stream 

 

Gentle Arms of Eden 

by Dave Carter 

This is my home 

This is my only home 

This is the only sacred ground that I have ever known 

And if I stray into the dark night alone  

Rock me goddess in the gentle arms of Eden 
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Our Guest Speakers 

Craig Altemose is the founding Executive Director of Better Future Project, which organizes communities, campuses, and coalitions to 

address the climate crisis through its programs: 350 Massachusetts, Divest Ed, and Communities Responding to Extreme Weather 

(CREW). Before starting BFP, Craig co-founded and led Students for a Just and Stable Future, a statewide student network that engaged 

students at more than 15 Massachusetts universities on climate policy. Craig holds a B.A. in International Relations from Eckerd College, 

an M.P.P. from the John F. Kennedy School of Government, and a J.D. from Harvard Law School. He was appointed to the state's Climate 

Protection and Green Economy Advisory Committee by Governor Deval Patrick and earned a Kaufman Fellowship from Harvard Law 

School to jump-start his public service career. Contact information: craig@betterfutureproject.org | (617) 299-0771. 

Susan Church is a trial and appellate attorney focusing on immigration law and criminal defense. After graduating from Suffolk Law 

School, she worked as a public defender in the New Hampshire Public Defenders Office. Upon returning to Boston, Attorney Church 

worked as an associate attorney at Salsberg and Schneider law firm where she tried state and federal criminal cases, including first 

degree murder cases and specialized in immigration law.  

In 2005 Attorney Church established Demissie and Church with her partner, Attorney Derege Demissie. At Demissie and Church, she 

advocates for immigrants with criminal convictions facing deportation and those seeking immigration benefits in the U.S. 

A longtime supporter of progressive political causes, Attorney Church successfully represented the Occupy Boston protestors as the lead 

attorney. From 2012-2018, she served as a Board member of the American Immigration Lawyers’ Association of New England, serving as 

Chair in 2016-2017. 

In 2017 Attorney Church successfully sued President Trump for his anti-immigrant travel and visa processing ban on Muslim immigrants 

from seven countries, obtaining a Temporary Restraining Order from the Federal District Court. She is a frequent lecturer at 

Massachusetts Continuing Legal Education programs, American Immigration Lawyers Association of New England, Boston Bar Association 

and the Mass Bar Association. She has been a guest commentator on national television and radio. Contact information: 

sbc@demissiechurch.com | (617) 354-3944.  

Sonja M. Spears is the Chief Equity and Inclusion Officer at Boston Health Care for the Homeless. Now retired, she served as an elected 

judge in New Orleans for 12 years. Before serving on the bench, she practiced law in New Orleans litigating both civil and criminal 

matters, including capital cases. As a young attorney, she was appointed by the Louisiana Supreme Court to the state’s Indigent Defender 

Board charged with assessing inequities in funding for capital defendants.  

Each year Sonja teaches aspiring attorneys in the Trial Advocacy Workshop at Harvard Law School. Additionally, she teaches social justice 

courses to undergraduates and master’s students at her alma mater, Tufts University. At Tufts she served as visiting practitioner with the 

graduate Urban and Environmental Policy and Planning Department and is a member of the Diversity and Inclusion Leadership Program’s 

Advisory Board. Sonja currently serves on the advisory council for the AARP Massachusetts chapter and is a facilitator with the National 

Health Care for the Homeless Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Learning Collaborative. She has dedicated volunteer hours and board service 

to various civic and community organizations, including serving as past chair of the New Orleans Public Library Board.  

Sonja received her Juris Doctor degree from Tulane Law School and is the mother of two grown sons. Contact information: 

sspears@bhchp.org. 

Constellations is an exciting small ensemble of women who perform contemporary (including original compositions) and traditional 

music from around the world. Their music includes both a capella and accompanied works. They are known for surprising and delightful 

harmonies, involving their audience in music-making, and for their devotion to the promotion of world peace and social justice. 

Constellations members include Brett Jackson, Liz Lewis, Jan Maier, and Cindy Mapes. 

Katie Frassinelli is a singer-songwriter and member of the Unitarian Universalist Area Church. She writes from the heart 

with simple melodies and affecting lyrics addressing everything from a broken heart to a broken justice system, but always 

with a message of hope. She wrote Mighty Mississippi in honor of Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children, 

a nonprofit dedicated to creating a better life for all of the Louisiana’s youth, especially those involved in or targeted by the 

juvenile justice system. Katie is currently recording a solo album for release in 2020. Contact information: 

katiefrass@gmail.com. 
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Resources for Visions of Justice: How Climate Change Affects Social Justice 

For additional resources, visit uuacRacialJustice.wordpress.com.  
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Books 

How to Be an Antiracist by Ibram X. Kendi  

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 

A Terrible Thing to Waste by Harriet A. Washington 

Groups 

Black Alliance for Just Immigration, https://baji.org/who-we-are 

Sewing Justice Academy: www.sjsacademy.com 
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Books 

Call Me American: A Memoir by Abdi Nor Iftin.   

 

Articles 

A Framingham teenager’s experience at the border in her own words: https://player.wbur.org/news/2019/07/18/child-
border-facility-detention-massachusetts 

Asylum crisis: Out of Sight, Out of Mind: How Trump’s Dangerous “Remain in Mexico” Policy is Reverberating in 
Massachusetts, https://www.bostonglobe.com/2019/12/27/opinion/asylum-crisis-out-sight-out-mind/ 

 

Podcasts/Media 

This American Life on NPR: https://www.thisamericanlife.org/688/the-out-crowd 

Ali Noorani, former director of MIRA, wrote an editorial in the Boston Globe that explains how the current administration 
has fundamentally changed our immigration system: https://www.bostonglobe.com/2019/12/06/opinion/impeaching-
americas-immigration-values 

Venezuelan refugees fleeing Maduro regime. The worst refugee crisis in the Americas: 
https://www.facebook.com/RealAmericaWithJorgeRamos/videos/1997782597194620/ 

Tijuana bottleneck from migrant caravan: 
https://www.facebook.com/RealAmericaWithJorgeRamos/videos/1663560113748347/ 

Migrants crossing south Texas border: 
https://www.facebook.com/RealAmericaWithJorgeRamos/videos/1997782597194620/ 

 

Websites 

Catholic Legal Immigration Network Inc.: https://cliniclegal.org/news 

American Friends Service Committee: https://www.afsc.org/ 

Help the detained children by donating to https://www.cjp.org/our-work/fund-for-detained-children. 

https://baji.org/who-we-are
http://www.sjsacademy.com/
https://player.wbur.org/news/2019/07/18/child-border-facility-detention-massachusetts
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https://www.facebook.com/RealAmericaWithJorgeRamos/videos/1997782597194620/
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https://www.bostonglobe.com/2019/12/06/opinion/impeaching-americas-immigration-values/?et_rid=1829011797&s_campaign=todaysheadlines:newsletter
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2019/12/06/opinion/impeaching-americas-immigration-values/?et_rid=1829011797&s_campaign=todaysheadlines:newsletter
https://www.facebook.com/RealAmericaWithJorgeRamos/videos/1997782597194620/
https://www.facebook.com/RealAmericaWithJorgeRamos/videos/1663560113748347/
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Change your lifestyle, help your community change theirs: reduce food waste, eat a plant-rich diet, think solar, recycle, 
reduce fossil fuel use in your transportation, house, community. See Project Drawdown – world’s leading resource for 
climate solutions at https://www.drawdown.org/. 
Help build the political will for climate solutions. The louder our voices, the more likely change. Advocate, agitate. Join 
organizations fighting the climate crisis, such as the following: 

350.org: https://350.org  
Jewish Climate Action Network: https://www.jewishclimate.org/ 
Massachusetts Climate Action Network: https://www.massclimateaction.org/ 
https://350mass.betterfutureproject.org/ 
Citizens Climate Lobby: https://citizensclimatelobby.org/ 
UU Mass Action: https://www.uumassaction.org/ 

Join the Climate Strikes, which were started by a Swedish 15-year-old Greta Thunberg. 

Join the solidarity economy – a global movement to build a just and sustainable economy. Support local. Learn more at 
https://thenextsystem.org/learn/stories/solidarity-economy-building-economy-people-planet. 

 

Books 

Falter: Has the Human Game Begun to Play Itself Out? by Bill McKibben 

On Fire: The Burning Case for a Green New Deal by Naomi Klein 

The Death and Life of the Great Lakes by Dan Egan, featured on NPR’s Science Friday’s Winter Read, beginning January 10, 
2020. 

 

Articles 

https://blog.pachamama.org/how-social-justice-and-environmental-justice-are-intrinsically-interconnected 

At the Edge of a Warming World, A Boston Globe Special Report: https://apps.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/09/26/cape-
cod-climate-change/and a short documentary: https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/09/26/climate-change-cape-
cod/.  

 

Podcasts/Media 

Living on Earth on NPR: “Redlining Linked with Extreme Urban Heat, 
http://www.loe.org/shows/shows.html?programID=20-P13-00004#feature7  

 

https://www.drawdown.org/
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https://apps.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/09/26/cape-cod-climate-change/story/?fbclid=IwAR0OjpjauCUtmtOS8aLRpb9v3gGCBSWu8jj7OKCGegqWh4JIHxuelshno14
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https://www.bostonglobe.com/metro/2019/09/26/climate-change-cape-cod/G9fVJLDVELLJHaffTZ9qTJ/story.html
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